CHAPTER    VI
The Gems of the Pacific
WHEN i HAD BEEN twelve months in Nandronga I was ordered to
relieve the Magistrate of the Rewa district during his three months*
leave. The jurisdiction included Nausori, which was then the largest
sugar mill in the world, Thousands of Indian coolies brought under
indenture from Calcutta were employed in the plantations, which
extended on both banks of the Rewa River, a considerable stream for
the size of the island. Here I was within a few miles of Suva, but I
was kept far too busy holding Courts to revisit the Capital. Every
Magistrate had a sort of County Court civil jurisdiction; this had been
nil in Nandronga, but in Rewa it amounted to four-fifths of the
work. The litigants and the delinquents were nearly all Indians,
and I soon came to realise that the dictum of an Indian judge who said
that it was a safe rule to assume prima facie that all oral evidence
was perjured and all documentary evidence forged, was justified.
There was hard swearing on both sides and one had to decide by
probabilities. When a woman swears that her neighbour has torn
out her ear-ring and exhibits her white shawl stained apparently with
rivers of blood from the torn ear, and the doctor reports the ear to
be unwounded and the bloodstains to be red paint, one's confidence
in sworn testimony is shaken. One of our troubles with the Indian
coolie was drugs. In spite of a stringent law, they persisted in grow-
ing a few plants of Indian hemp in their gardens and the police had
almost to be botariists to swear to it. I came to know the plant in-
timately after those few weeks: to the uninitiated it appeared the
most innocent-looking garden produce.
Coolie emigration to Fiji has now been stopped by the Indian
Government. At the end of five years of indentured labour the coolie
could elect to stay on as a free man, and a good many did so, be-
coming small shopkeepers, market gardeners and thieves. They did
not intermarry with the Fijians and no cross between the two races
was taking place*
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